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Hendrick Automotive Group Donates $600,000 to Partner Food Banks Throughout Country 

Donation Includes $200,000 to Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina 

 
CHARLOTTE, NC, NOVEMBER 19, 2020 – This holiday season, Hendrick Automotive Group and its team members will make a 
$602,500 gift to support 27 food banks located within the company’s 13 states of operation. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Hendrick Automotive Group this year held a virtual Thanksgiving drive, which marked its first holiday 
hunger effort powered by employee financial contributions. Team members in 93 dealerships, 26 collision centers, four accessories 
distributor installers and support offices across the United States raised more than $270,000 during a six-week period beginning in 
early September. The company matched all employee contributions dollar-for-dollar and made an additional corporate gift of more 
than $60,000 to bring the total donation to over $600,000. 
  
The 2020 Thanksgiving program will support Hendrick Automotive Group’s 27 partner food banks across the country in their efforts 
to purchase and distribute meals, provide much-needed supplies and offer personal protective equipment for nearly 2 million people 
during the holidays.  
  
Hunger initiatives have been central to Hendrick Automotive Group’s community outreach since 2001. The company has hosted 29 
holiday meal drive programs in which team members have served the community by purchasing, packing and distributing more than 
1 million pounds of food to feed over 160,000 people. 
  
“The servant hearts of our team members are incredibly inspiring,” said Rick Hendrick, chairman and CEO of Hendrick Automotive 
Group. “We believe that caring about people and coming together to help our neighbors in need are what defines us as a company. 
This year, we made an adjustment to our annual hunger initiative due to the pandemic, and our team responded in a resounding way. 
Thanks to their generosity, we are able to support our food bank partners and help more people during the holidays than ever before.” 
  
One of the donations went to longstanding food bank partner Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina located in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Standing in front of a mural that granddaughter Kate Carlson created, Hendrick presented a gift for $200,000 to Kay Carter 
(CEO of Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina). The donation was a way to support the Charlotte, North Carolina community through 
these unprecedented times. 
  
“There is nothing that could have prepared us for COVID-19,” said Kay Carter, CEO, Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina. “It has 
been the most challenging time for me in the 17 years I have been at the food bank. What makes me so proud is that because of 
partners like Hendrick (Automotive Group), we have been able to continue to keep providing programs like school-based mobile 
pantries. We’ve increased the number of meal back packs and have exponentially increased the amount of fresh produce, dairy and 
meat we are distributing.  
 



 
 
 
  
“We weren’t able to do the normal meal packing this year, but the fact that Hendrick still wanted to help and got the employees 
involved was tremendous,” Carter added. “Hendrick Automotive Group’s reach goes beyond Charlotte, it goes to everywhere they 
(operate). There is this commitment through the entire organization that starts with Mr. Hendrick. Its honestly unlike anything I have 
ever seen. I have never seen a higher level of support for feeding the hungry than I have seen with Hendrick (Automotive Group).” 
  
Additional partner food banks receiving donations: Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina (Raleigh, North Carolina), 
Lowcountry Food Bank (Charleston, South Carolina), Harvesters (Kansas City), Community Food Bank of Central Alabama (Hoover), 
Southeast Gwinnett Co-op (Duluth, Georgia), North Gwinnett Co-op (Buford, Georgia), Streetwise (Atlanta), Second Harvest Food Bank 
of Southeastern North Carolina (Fayetteville), Interfaith Food Shuttle (Durham, North Carolina), Alameda County Community Food 
Bank (Pleasanton, California), Food Bank of Southeastern Virginia (Norfolk), Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North Carolina 
(Greensboro), Feeding Tampa Bay (Florida), Central Texas Food Bank (Austin), Feeding America Riverside and San Bernardino 
(Murrieta, California), FeedMore (Richmond, Virginia), One Gen Away (Franklin, Tennessee), BTG Community Outreach (Newnan, Ga.), 
Harry Chapin Food Bank of Southwest Florida (Naples), Food Bank of Contra Costa & Solano (El Cerrito, California), North Texas Food 
Bank, Feeding South Florida (Pompano Beach, Florida), America’s Second Harvest of the Big Bends (Tallahassee, Florida), Capital Area 
Food Bank (Woodbridge, Virginia), Food Bank of Delaware and Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank (Louisiana). 
  
For more information about Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina’s efforts to fight hunger during COVID-19, please visit 
SecondHarvestMetrolina.org. 
 
 
                                                                                             ### 

About Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina  
As part of Feeding America, Second Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina serves 24 counties in North and South Carolina. In FY2019-2020, Second 
Harvest Food Bank of Metrolina distributed over 70 million pounds of food and household items to over 800 hunger feeding agencies including 
emergency pantries, soup kitchens, senior programs, shelters and low-income daycares. Follow the Food Bank on: Facebook; Twitter; Instagram; 
Linkedin; YouTube. 

About Hendrick Automotive Group: 
Representing 131 franchises and 25 manufacturer nameplates from the Carolinas to California, Hendrick Automotive Group is the 
largest privately held automotive retail organization in the United States. Headquartered in Charlotte, North Carolina, the company 
employs more than 10,000 people in its 93 dealership locations, 26 collision centers and four accessories distributor installers in 13 
states. For more information, please visit www.HendrickCars.com. 

 


